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Caroline County 
Fire - Rescue 

Fire – Rescue Talkgroups 
 

Channel 
Zone 1 

Caroline FR 
Zone 2  

Caroline2 FR 
1  FR Dispatch  FR Dispatch 
2  FR Tac 2  FR Admin 
3  FR Tac 3  FR Train1 
4  FR Tac 4  FR Train2 
5  FR Tac 5  FR Train3 
6  FR Tac 6  OEM 1 
7  FR Tac 7  OEM 2 
8  FR Tac 8  OEM 3 
9  PS Tac 1  Shelter 1 
10  PS Tac 2  Shelter 2 
11  CtyWide1  Shelter 3 
12  CtyWide2  FR Cmd Staff 
13  SO Dispatch  FR Log 1 
14  FR Admin  FR Log 2 
15  FR T/A  FR T/A 

16  FR Dispatch  FR Dispatch 
 
 
 

 

 
Quick 

Reference 
Card 

Display Status Indicators 

Analog vs. Digital Sound Quality 
 
Analog radio systems historically have the 
usual snap, crackle and 
pop along with the voice on a channel.  
When you heard more of that 
interference, you knew that the transmitting 
radio was getting close 
to the limits of coverage.  You could also 
hear a “hiss” just before  
the transmitting radio began talking so you 
knew there was a transmission coming. 
 
 
Digital radio systems remove all of the 
background interference noise 
and only pass the voice.  The voice is 
converted into a digital stream 
and the system converts this stream into 
words spoken by the person 
transmitting.  There will be no “hiss” before 
someone transmits, 
It is important to remember to keep 
the microphone for the radio or the 
speaker mic a few inches directly in 
front of your mouth.  This will 
cut down on any background noise at 
the scene like sirens or other people 
talking loudly at the scene. 
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To Select a Zone 
• Press the button under ZNUP or ZNDN. 

 
To Select a Channel 

• After a quick press to switch the MFK to channel mode, turn the knob 
to change channels OR use the arrow up or down. 

 

Home Button - The    button returns you to the Home (default) screen. In 
most cases, this is the current mode. A long press of the Home button will 
automatically take you to a preprogrammed talkgroup (if programmed). For 
selected radio features, the    button is also used to save user-edited radio 
settings or information before returning you to the Home screen. 
 
Sending an Emergency Alarm 

• Press the programmed Emergency button. A tone sounds and the 
display alternates between EMERGENCY and the home display. A 
series of high-pitched tone indicates the alarm has been received by the 
radio system central controller.  

• FIRE- 1.5 second press and hold to activate. NO HOT MIC 
• NOTE: To exit emergency at any time, press and hold the Emergency 

button until a steady tone is heard. 
 
Scan – To activate, press the SCAN button.  
 Scan List  

• To program your scan list, press the button under SCNL. 
• Your priority one channel is your main dispatch talkgroup 
• To add other members, navigate to the channel and press the SEL 

button to add to your scan list 
• To delete a member, press the button under DEL. Press RCL 

repeatedly to view your list. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

APX 4500 02 

Turning the Radio On/Off 
• Press the Power On/Off button to toggle the power on or off. 

Adjusting the Volume 
• Rotate the MFK clockwise to increase/counter clockwise to decrease. 

Display Intensity 
• To adjust the display brightness, press the Dim button until the desired 

intensity is displayed. 
 

Receiving and Transmitting 
• Take the microphone off the hook 
• Select your Zone/Channel 
• Listen for other transmissions 
• Once the channel is clear, press the PTT button to transmit and release 

to receive. 
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